FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
reasonableness. For the mood of him who is athirst for
knowledge is necessarily diffident. Alfred is perpetually
conscious of Hs own limitations, diffident, one is some-
times tempted to think, to the extent of cramping his
own genius. But that, after all, is a fault on the right side,
and the Englishman is eminently a man who will distrust
grandiose schemes and sweeping solutions, and prefer
to advance one step, that he can make good, to experi-
menting with seven-league boots. Even in his most
progressive znood John Bull is an incurable conservative,
and he will not be hurried out of his stride by any con-
sideration of logic.
Being thus the opposite of a revolutionary, he has none
of the fierceness that goes along with intransigeance.
And his naturally slow and brooding disposition tends to
a steadiness of nerve ; the sudden, explosive reactions of
the Celt are alien to his disposition. He is, on the whole,
a good-natured and tolerant person, and though he may
be brutal, will never luxuriate in sadism. When, in the
course of the last war, his enemies began to vaunt their
own schrecklichkeit, he found his language lacking in any
nearer equivalent than " frightfulness 5>.
Mere beef-wittedness and lack of imagination might be
held a sufficient explanation of this placability, but to
think thus is to misconceive the English nature. By its
fruits shall it be known. From the first, creative genius
has conspicuously enriched it; the mercurial Celt has never
been able to compete with the Englishman in immortalizing
the creatures of his imagination. But then John Bull is a
mixed product, and the marriage of Celt and Saxon in
his soul may account for no small measure of its fertility.
The brooding concentration of the Teuton is needed
to work upon the imaginative exuberance of the Celt
that it may impart reality to its dreams and add depth
to its sparkle; while the Celtic leaven is just what is
required to leaven the Teutonic lump out of its lumpish-
ness. And in the English temperament both elements
have been happily, and continuously, compounded.
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